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The lllinois Human Rights Act

»0On December 6, 1979, Governor James R. Thompson signed into law the

lllinois Human Rights Act, creating the broadest civil rights coverage for the
people of lllinois in the history of the State.

»The Act created two separate administrative agencies with distinct
functions regarding enforcement of the Act. the lllinois Department of

Human Rights “IDHR” (investigative) and the lllinois Human Rights
Commission “IHRC” (quasi-judicial).



Case Inventory June 2018

2,287 271 Non- 2,558

Requests Requests Total Cases
for Review for Review Pending




I1linois Human Rights
Commission

presents

2019 Women's History Month
Celebration

8.
|



State of lllinois




Commission Hearing Process

Commission's
Department Administrative
Complaint sent to Law Judge (ALJ)
Commission presides over
Parties Hearing

If Exceptions Filed
to ALJ Decision -
Panel of 3
Commissioners
Review
Exceptions

Commission's ALJ
renders a
Decision

Commissioners
on Appeal can:

Resend to ALJ to
Modify Decision
or Sustain ALJ
Decision

Either Party can
appeal Decision
by filing with IL
Appellate Court




Commission Request for Review

Panel of 3
Commissioners
Review
Department's
Dismissal

Complainant files
Request for
Review with
Commission

Department
Dismisses Charge
of Discrimination

Commissioners
can:

Reverse or
Sustain
Department's
Dismissal

If Commission
sustains Dismissal
- Complainant can

appeal Dismissal

by filing with IL

Appellate Court

If Commission
reverses
Dismissal-
Complainant can
file a Complaint
at Commission
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LeDeidre S. Turner
Vice Chair

James A. Ferg-Cadima
Chair

Steven A. Andersson
Commissioner

Jeffrey A. Shuck

Barbara Barreno-Pashall Chair

Commissioner

Robert A. Cantone
Commissioner

Current lllinois Human Rights Commissioners
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Sydney Taylor: Sydney Taylor is a rising junior and
Biochemistry & Molecular Biology major at Dickin-
son College. She hopes to have a career in research
in the field of microbiclogy.

The Illinois Human Rights Act
Forty Years of Civil Rights

Camille Branch: Camille Branch is a rising junior at
Rutgers University- New Brunswick. She is double
majoring in Public Policy and Journalism and Media
and hopes to have a career in government, research,
or tv programming.
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www.lllinois.gov/ihrc

Click on About Us and Go to Events
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Illinois Human Rights Commission:

Quarterly Newsletter

Illinois Human Rights Commis-
sion Presents Second Round of
Diamond Award Recipients

Commission Honors Three Hlinoisans Fighting
for Justice and Equity

(Chicage) The Mincis Human Rights Commission
(THRC) presented its [HRC Diamond Awards during the
Juneteenth Celebration on Wednesday, June 19, 2019,

three individuals wh have dedicated their careers to protecting buman and civil rights for all llinisans through activ-
ismm, leadership, and multi-generational discourse.

During the ceremony at the James R Thompson Center, IHRC Executive Director Philip Dalmage presented the IHRC
Diamond Award to Myiti Sengstacke-Rice, Michelle Duster, and Dr. Haki R. Madhubuti, PhD. for their exemplary com-
‘munity service, extraordinary bodies of work, and activism.

‘These three Diamond Award honorees join the inaugural bonorees. Jazmine Cruz, Bonnie Allen. nd Alecandra Sosa,
‘who were all recognized with this award during [HRC's Women's History Month ceremony in March 2019. The IHRC
Diamond Award Series will continue through the year with two additional events to be

Governor |.B. Pritzker served as the keynote speaker at the ceremony and issued an official proclamation commemo-
rating [uneteenth and [linois's observance.

1KRC Executive Director Philip Dalmage stated: “As we celebrate Juneteenth, we are reminded that this oecasion marks
the recognition of the news of emancipation for each former slave, This day, June 19, 1865, became a significant cog in
Freedom's wheel; moving us down the road which would be long-traveled, and the quest for equality that would be
mmmmmmdhm.:-mmmdmmmh

‘slaves here in the State of Minois can celebrate this day in this state, in this country, a3 Americans, free and equal.”
Juneteenth Emancipation Day celebrates the day enslaved African-Americans in Texas were informed of their freedom
a full two-and-one-half years after the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1 1863, juneteenth has
Ibecome a nationally recognized holiday throughout Black communities, celebrating the freedom of nearly 3.5 million
enslaved African-Americans.
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State of lllinois
Human Rights Commission

Your Rights How the Process Works -

Fight Discrimination

Our Mission

Resolve Complaints

Search...

How to File a Charge AboutUs - Forms & Publications -

Educate and Inform

HRC » How the Process Works

Process Overview

The Separate Roles of the Commission and the Department HOW THE PROCESS
The lllinois Human Rights Act empowers two entities, the [llinois Department of Human Rights and the (ORKS
lllinois Human Rights Commission, to play coordinated but separate roles related to the Act: Process Overview
Frequently Asked
Roles apenty
Questions
Q Human Rights s Human Rights Commonly Used Terms
§ . .
Department =" Commission
¢ Filing of Charges ¢ Independent Review of Department
* Mediation Findings
* Investigation * Adjudication of Complaints
* Findings and Results * Appeals of Decisions

* Legal Review

Promote freedom from unlawful
discrimination as defined by the lllinois
Human Rights Act.

Make impartial determinations of
unlawful discrimination as defined by the
lllinois Human Rights Act.

Decision

Search

Provide information to the public about
the Illinois Human Rights Act and the
Commission.

New and Improved Website
www.lllinois.gov/ihrc
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