STATE OF ILLINOIS
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE
REQUEST FOR REVIEW BY:
STEPHANI ELLIS, Charge No.: 2023CP1661

Petitioner. ALS No.: 25-0150
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ORDER

This matter comes before the Commission on June 4, 2025, by a panel of three, Chair Selma
D’Souza, Commissioner Demoya R. Gordon, and Commissioner Stephen A. Kouri Il presiding, upon
its own motion in the Request for Review of Stephani Ellis (“Petitioner”) of the Notice of Dismissal
issued by the lllinois Department of Human Rights (“Respondent”)! of Charge No. 2023CP1661.

The Respondent served the Notice of Dismissal by mail on February 4, 2025. The Notice of
Dismissal notified the Petitioner of the right to “seek review of this dismissal ... by filing a ‘Request for
Review’ with the Commission” within the 90-day filing deadline? of May 12, 2025, which is consistent
with Section 7A-102(D)(3) of the lllinois Human Rights Act (775 ILCS 5/7A-102(D)(3)). The Notice of
Dismissal further notified the Petitioner “that the charge(s) will be dismissed with prejudice and with no
right to further proceed if a timely Request for Review is not filed with the Commission,” which is
consistent with Section 8-103 of the Act (775 ILCS 5/8-103).

Here, the Petitioner filed a Request for Review with the Commission by email on May 13, 2025,
which is 1 day after the deadline for filing the Request for Review. Because the Petitioner did not file
a timely Request for Review, the Commission does not have jurisdiction to hear the Request for Review.

THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The Petitioner's Request for Review is DISMISSED with prejudice for lack of jurisdiction.?

" In a Request for Review proceeding, the party filing the Request for Review is the “Petitioner” and the lllinois Department
of Human Rights is the “Respondent.”

2 The computation of the 90-day filing deadline commences upon receipt of the Notice of Dismissal by mail with receipt
“presumed to occur on the fifth day after mailing.” 56 Illl. Admin. Code § 2520.20. Here, the Petitioner is presumed to have
received the Notice of Dismissal on Monday, February 10, 2025. Thus, the 90-day period began on February 11, 2025,
and ended on May 11, 2025, which was a Sunday. Accordingly, the filing deadline fell on the next business day or Monday,
May 12, 2025. See 56 lll. Admin. Code § 2520.20.

3 This Order is entered pursuant to a 3-0-0 vote by the Commissioners.
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2. This is a final Order. A final Order may be appealed to the lllinois Appellate Court by filing a
Petition for Review, naming the lllinois Human Rights Commission, the lllinois Department of
Human Rights, and State of lllinois Department of Childcare and Family Services as
Respondents, with the Clerk of the Appellate Court within 35 days after the date of service of

this Order.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )
)  Entered this 10th day of JUNE 2025.
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION )

Chair Selma D’Souza

Commissioner Demoya R. Gordon

Commissioner Stephen A. Kouri



